
THE COMMUNITY VOICE OF ST.  PETER CHURCH
St. Peter Church, North Ridgeville	 Winter 2010

The History of St. Peter Church

Visi t :  WWW.STPETERNR.ORG

Editor’s Note: Part 3 of the  
History of St. Peter Church  
appeared in the last newsletter  
and covered the years from  
1938 to 1959.

With the death of the  
Rev John Rhein in 1938, the  
Rev. George Martin was brought  
in to serve as the temporary pastor  
for the church. During that year, 
the parish celebrated its first May  
Crowning. Children and parents gathered 
together to sing hymns and honor Mary 
as our blessed Mother, much like we still 
do today. In the summer of 1939 a large 
parish event was held with the dedication 
of a monument in Rhein’s honor. Martin 
celebrated Holy Mass and then led the 
parishioners in a procession to the cem-
etery where the 7-foot stone cross had been 
placed in memory of their beloved pastor.

In 1941 the archbishop of the diocese 
instituted what was considered to be 
unpopular changes in the parish, reassign-
ing both Martin and the associate pastor 
to new parishes. Despite the requests of 
the parishioners not to transfer the two 
priests, both were given new assignments.  
The Rev. Francis Brucker was installed as 
the new pastor of St. Peter’s parish on July 
20, 1941. A lavish installation ceremony 
was held, followed by a dinner with more 
than 100 people in attendance. During his 
address to the attendees, Brucker made it 
known that his main function was to be in 
the service of the parishioners.

Not long after his installation, the 
United States became involved in WWII 
and Brucker offered use of the parish facili-
ties as well as the sewing talents of the 

        women of the church to the Red  
           Cross. Brucker also held a strong  
             belief in the importance of a  
             Catholic education. He firmly  
            believed that this kind of education 
              was vital in the development of  
            a strong character, courage and  
         peace of mind. His active involvement 
        with the school children during this  
          time conveyed those beliefs. In  
        1946 Brucker celebrated his silver  
jubilee which was attended by many 
community members including the Dean 
of Lorain County. The beginning of the 
school  year in September of 1949 saw 
more than 200 students enrolled at St. 
Peter’s. Brucker became ill in 1953 and 
immediately retired from the parish. 
Because his departure was so sudden, the 
parishioners did not have the opportunity 
to say good bye to him. Together they 
raised more than $1,000 and sent it to the 
hospital where he was being cared for.

During the next few years leadership at 
the church was passed on to several indi-
viduals. The Rev. John Koch began his as-
signment in 1953, but left shortly after due 
to ill health. A car accident claimed the life 
of his successor, the Rev. Charles Bechler 
in 1955. The Rev. Joseph Eiringer became 
pastor in October of that same year and 
introduced the idea of reviving bingo to a 
few of the parishioners. The weekly games 
became a much-needed means toward 
financial and spiritual growth within the 
parish. New desks were purchased for the 
students along with swings and other items 
for the playground. 

By 1959 Eiringer was replaced by  
Msgr. Edward Halloran. 

Fr. Bob’s Corner

Dear Parishioners,
As we enter Decem-

ber, I think of the Andy 
Williams classic, “It’s the 
most wonderful time of 
the year…” For some people, it is the 
most wonderful time of the year. Other 
people find it the most hectic time of 
the year. Still others find it the most 
trying time of the year. And some of us 
find it wonderful, hectic and trying all 
at the same time!

I find the Christmas season a hectic 
time because I (like many others) 
try to cram shopping, greeting cards 
and social events into an already full 
schedule. The Christmas season can 
be trying because many people more 
deeply feel the loss of their loved ones. 
However, in the midst of the busyness 
and at times, sadness of this season, I 
want to highlight the wonder of this 
special time of the year.

Simply put, what makes this time of 
year wonderful is the person of Jesus. 
Though we may be tempted to senti-
mentalize the birth of Jesus, we really 
celebrate God’s rescue plan for the  
human race. The God who created 
everything out of nothing, took to 
Himself human flesh in the womb of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary. The Infinite 
One became finite, the Hidden One be-
came visible, the Immortal One became 
mortal. And the only motivation for this 
act of humility by God was love.

The Church seeks to prepare us 
for this celebration by the season 

Continued on page 2

“Thou Art Peter and Upon this Rock I Will Build My Church”

Father Brucker
1941 – 1953
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Fr. Bob’s Corner
of Advent. During the weeks prior to 
Christmas the Church invites us to pre-
pare the way of the Lord. We prepare for 
His coming by: reflecting on His Second 
Coming on the last day (First Week of 
Advent) preparing the way of the Lord 
by heeding John the Baptist (Second 
and Third Sundays) honoring the 
Blessed Virgin (Fourth Week of Advent)

St. Peter Parish will celebrate Advent 
a number of ways. All parishioners are 
invited to participate in our Advent Prayer 
Breakfast on Sunday, Dec. 12. Individuals 
and families sign up earlier in December 
to become anonymous prayer partners for 
other individuals or families. These people 
pray for each other during Advent and 
then discover their prayer partners at the 
Prayer Breakfast. Our high school youth 
will be cooking a meal and bringing it to 
the Joseph Overnight Shelter on Dec. 19. 
They will tour the facility after dropping 
off the meal and return to St. Peter’s for 
pizza. Our junior high school group will 
be active on Dec. 19 as they go to the 
Northridge Nursing Home to do some 
Christmas caroling. Finally, the men of 
St. Peter Parish will be hosting the Men’s 
Prayer Breakfast (the men’s group from 
both St. Peter and St. Julie parishes) on 
Saturday, Dec. 18 at 8:30 a.m.

 Our season of Advent culminates 
with the celebration of Christmas and 
the beginning of the Christmas season. 
The word “Christmas” is the product 
of two very familiar words: Christ and 
mass. I look forward to seeing you at the 
celebration of the Eucharist during these 
holy seasons as we celebrate the God who 
comes to us in Jesus Christ, the Word 
made Flesh, He who feeds us with His 
very Body and Blood.

Whether you find this time of year 
wonderful, hectic or trying, let us all keep 
our eyes on Jesus. Though it may be trite, 
it is true: Jesus the reason for the season.

Sincerely in Christ,

Fr. Bob Franco
Pastor, St. Peter Parish

Beatitudes for  
Friends of the Aged 

Blessed are they that understand
	 My faltering step and my palsied 
		   hand.

Blessed are they that know my  
		  ears today,
	 Must strain to catch the things they say.

Blessed are they who seem to know
	 That my eyes are dim and my wits  
		  are slow.

Blessed are they that look away 
	 When the coffee spilled at the  
		  table today,

Blessed are they with a cheery smile 
	 Who stop to chat for a little while.

Blessed are they who never say 
	  “You’ve told that story twice today.”

Blessed are they who find the way 
	 To bring back memories of yesterday.

Blessed are they who make it known 
	  That I’m loved and not alone.

Blessed are they who ease the days 
	 On my journey home in 
		  loving ways.

By Esther Mary Walker

"Need, not creed, determines who is helped."

The Vincentians of Saint Peter 
Parish (formerly called The St. Vin-
cent dePaul Society) is a Catholic 
lay organization of men and women 
that helps the poor and those with 
temporary needs. It is a person-
to-person Christian Ministry that 
sees the face of Christ in the faces 
of those who are suffering. Their 
outreach helps families with food, 
clothing, furniture, utility bills, 
prescription drugs and other needs. The 
food, furniture, and funds are donated by 
the parishioners for this cause. 

Three major programs are held each 
year. The Back to School program is 
held during the months of July and 
August, Blanket Sunday is the second 
Sunday in October and The Giving Tree 
program runs concurrent with Advent. 
The Giving Tree benefits seven organiza-
tions; Community Care, Genesis House, 
Birthright of Lorain County, Lucy Idol 
Center,  Blessing House along with  
Center Ridge Nursing Home and 
Northridge Health Center. In addition, 
dinner is held to benefit St. Joseph’s  
Shelter in Lorain.

Meetings are held on the first Tuesday 
of the month and begin with praying 
the Rosary after benediction in church, 
followed by the regular meeting in the 
Parish Center. The opening meeting in 
September is held at the Fathers of St. 
Joseph on Case Road where dinner is 
served in fellowship with the priests, fol-
lowed by a short meeting and Mass. The 
closing meeting is in June and again is 
held at the Fathers of St. Joseph with the 
meeting preceded by Mass. The formal 
part of the meeting lasts approximately 
one hour. A meeting of friendship is held 
once a year, generally in April or May, as 
members and their spouses come together 
to enjoy dinner at a local restaurant.

The Mission Statement of the  
Society is: No work of charity is foreign to 
the Society. "Need, not creed, determines 
who is helped."

New members are welcome to join. 
Contact Vincentian Coordinator, Casey 
Ciesielczyk, at the Parish Center if you 
feel you can provide a service to this min-
istry. If you're experiencing hardship and 
would like to get in touch with someone 
from this ministry, please contact the 
parish secretary.



degree in special education.
The school’s new preschool teacher is 

Stacie Schwark. 
She was raised 
in Wickliffe, 
and graduated 
from Cleveland 
State University 
with a degree in 
early childhood 
education. Her 
husband is a 
pastoral associate and director of religious 
education at St. Bridget Parish in Parma 
Heights.

She began her teaching career as an 
education aide, then taught first grade at a 
charter school in Maple Heights. She was 
employed as a third grade instructor at 
Sts. Cyril and Methodius until the school 
closed in June of this year. Teaching at 
the preschool level is very rewarding for 
Schwark. “To see the kids’ excitement 
at coming to school, and to watch them 
grow throughout the year, is what I like 
most about this position.”

An accomplished bowler, Schwark com-
peted nationally in high school tournaments 
and was awarded college scholarships. She 
also enjoys playing softball and reading. She 
plans to return to CSU for a master’s degree 
in curriculum and instruction.
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In the fall issue, three new teachers at St. 
Peter School were introduced briefly. Now 
that the (chalk) dust of a new school year has 
settled let’s get to know them a little better.

Marilyn Verbus 
is a junior high 
instructor. A 
Cleveland area 
native, she has a 
degree in educa-
tion from Ohio 
University. Her 
husband has an 
MBA in engineer-

ing and works for Analex,  a division of 
NASA. They have a daughter who is a 
third year bio-chem major at the University 
of Chicago and a son who is in his second 
year of graduate school at Brown Univer-
sity, as well as two cats.

Verbus taught high school before her 
children were born, then was a stay-at-
home mom until her son started school, 
and then became a substitute teacher. Both 
her children attended St. Peter School.

“I love St. Peter’s—absolutely love what 
they do with kids,” she said. “The kids 
come out with a sense of confidence, due 
to the embracing of the child that I see 
here.”

Reading and using her G-phone are two 
of her hobbies because, she said, “It’s fun 

New faces greet students at St. Peter School

to find out things you don’t know. Then 
you have a chance to investigate them.”  

Debby Sisson 
teaches third 
grade. She grew 
up in Parma, 
attended St. 
Charles School 
and Baldwin-
Wallace College. 
The Sissons are 
members of St. 
Peter Parish. 
Her husband belongs to the Knights of 
Columbus and her sons are in first grade 
and preschool.    

Sisson taught second and third grade 
at St. Charles School before going on 
maternity leave when her eldest son was 
born. She then worked part-time at night 
so she could stay home with her sons. It 
was “a rough schedule,” she said, because 
she and her husband didn’t have much 
family time together. She was very excited 
to be hired by St. Peter School. “Working 
with the kids is the best part of my job…
seeing their faces when they grasp an idea 
and knowing that I helped make that 
happen.”

Her hobbies include swimming and 
exercising, “any type of family activities.” 
She hopes to eventually earn a master’s 

Have fun and raise funds

Where will you be on March 19, 2011 
at 6 p.m.?

PTU members hope you join them 
for the event, Raise Your Paddle For 
Computers, at Wagner’s Country Inn 
in Westlake to raise money to replace 
computers and update software in the 
school’s computer lab.

The evening will begin with a pasta 
buffet, featuring hot and cold appetizers, 
sliced chicken, salads, desserts and beer, 
wine and non-alcoholic drinks. Entertain-
ment and dancing will be provided by 

Troy Entertainment. Auctions by Wolf 
will conduct a live auction, and there will 
also be a silent auction, tuition, 50/50 and 
basket raffles and door prizes. 

Donations for the auction and basket 
raffles would be appreciated. Sponsor-
ships, ranging from $50 to $400, are 
also available. Tickets for the tuition 
raffle are $25 and will go on sale in 
January. The 50/50 raffle tickets are $5 
each or five for $20 and are currently 
available. Winners of the tuition and 
50/50 raffles need not be present. Cash 

donations are gratefully accepted.  
Dinner tickets are $55 each or two for 

$100 and are only sold in advance. No 
tickets will be sold the night of the event.  
Please contact Noreen DeLuca at raisey-
ourpaddle2011@yahoo.com to donate 
goods or cash, to become a sponsor or to 
purchase dinner or raffle tickets by cash 
or check. Credit card purchases of dinner 
tickets can be made at www.raiseyour-
paddleforcomputers.myevent.com.  

Save the date…join the fun…Raise Your 
Paddle for Computers.
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Forty years after being hired; business manager retires

Sharon Cameron’s office is tucked way 
back in the Parish Center – down one hall 
and then another. It’s not very big and not 
at all fancy, but the job she does there is 
huge. Since August, 1970, when Cameron 
was hired by the Rev. Nicholas Novosel, 
she has been involved in the facts and 
figures of St. Peter’s finances. Today, she is 
the business manager for the parish.

Initially Cameron worked just one day 
a month, but when the Rev. Lliam Kitt 
became pastor, it increased to one day a 
week, which is what she did for most of 
her career, until 2003 when then-pastor, 
the Rev. Stephen Kaminski hired her as 
business manager.

Her earlier schedule allowed her to 
work part-time at other parishes, includ-
ing 26 years at St. Mary’s in Elyria and 16 
at Holy Spirit. A single mother of four, 
Cameron also worked at Sacred Heart 
Parish in Elyria as well as Assumption in 
Grafton and she continues to maintain re-
cords at Guardian Angels Parish in Copley 
one Saturday a month.

“At one time I had seven parishes, but I 
did not work on Sundays,” she said, add-
ing, “You do what you have to do.”

 As pastors changed over the years, 
Cameron kept a running tab on the num-
ber, noting, “I worked under 51 priests in 
40 years.” 

Pulling out a large black ledger book, 
the business manager explained that 
different priests also had different ways 
of keeping records, but in the 1970s, the 
Cleveland Catholic Diocese began using 
standardized methods for accounting. 
Now, parish financial records are stored 
on computers and “Father can click on 
the balance,” she said. Although some 
reports are 23 pages long, they are much 
more manageable on computers, she said, 
however, the old, handwritten books may 
not be destroyed.

Cameron lives in Elyria, but grew up on 
Root Road in North Ridgeville and said 
her career was an offshoot of high school 
accounting classes.

“I liked it,” she said and eventually she 
took more training through the diocese 

from now-retired priest the Rev. Al Mack-
ert, former pastor at Immaculate Concep-
tion. “He was a wonderful man,” she said.

 As she reminisced about her career in 
the world of finance, Cameron glanced at 
the calendar hanging near her desk, noting 
that her days at St. Peter’s are numbered. 
She plans to retire at the end of the year, 
though she’ll be back in January to help 
prepare W-2 forms for St. Peter’s employ-
ees.

With her free time, Cameron will visit 
children and grandchildren, work in her 
garden, which will send it into “culture 
shock,” she said. She’ll also resume her 
hobby of decorative tole painting and con-
tinue to get together with a special group 
of women who all went to kindergarten 
together in the Old Town Hall.

Thoughts of retiring are bittersweet 
for Cameron who will miss not only the 
people she worked with, but the job itself. 
“I love doing this work,” she said. 

Parish Moms and Dads, St. Peter’s PTU 
wants you to have some fun!

The PTU is offering five special interest 
groups to give parents a chance to relax and 
socialize with each other. Groups are in the 
process of forming, so read on to find one 
that interests you.

Dad’s Night Out meets once a month 
and members plan various activities, such 
as playing cards, attending a sporting event, 
inviting a speaker – anything that is of inter-
est to the group.

Couples Supper Club will be held on a 
Saturday evenings, either once a month or 
every other month, at a member’s home. 
Couples will take turns hosting the dinner, 
with the host couple choosing the menu 
theme (Mexican, BBQ, fondue, etc.) and 
supply the main dish, while guest couples 
bring appetizers, side dishes and desserts.

The Play Group is an excellent oppor-
tunity for moms and their children to meet 
other moms and kids. Activities, locations 
and times are decided by the Moms.

Do you enjoy scrapbooking and/or crafts? 
Then check out the Scrapbooking Craft 
Club. Open to both novices and veterans, 
members bring their own tools and supplies. 
Share your ideas or learn a new technique.

If curling up with a good book is your 
idea of fun, the Book Club is for you. 
Members choose a book and have a discus-
sion once a month.  

If you have an idea for a club not listed here, 
want to join a group, or need more informa-
tion contact Laura Krese at kkrese@wind-
stream.net. Don’t let the fun pass you by!

Time for grown-ups  
to have fun        

UPON THIS ROCK is published by  
St. Peter Church of  North Ridgeville, Ohio for the parishioners of the church.

Publisher: Father Robert Franco, Pastor 

Editor: Carol Klear  

Layout: Mary Ann Tipple

Staff Writers: Ann Marie Ross, Mary Ann Tipple, Sue Valletta, Carol Vogel  
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Fall Festival Fun
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Community Supper

Gourd bowling, pumpkin toss, mummy wrapping, face paint-
ing, pumpkin painting and pony rides...along with hot dogs, 
chili and s'mores toasted over a bonfire.  What fun and all 
thanks to the PTU, Boy Scouts, Social Justice Committee, 
Garden Club and the Kuchenrither Family.

Fall nights bring a hearty meal for all. Our brand new china makes 
supper a little more festive when shared with friends and community. 
The cooking, serving and clean-up goes quick when many hands help.

Photos: Mary Ann Tipple
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A Window into a Saint’s Life 

The figures in this window scene include the baby 
Jesus being held by Mary, with St. Joseph on the left.

The other participants presumably could be 
Mary’s cousin Elizabeth, her husband Zecha-
riah and their child, John, who would later be 
known as John the Baptist. Between Elizabeth 
and Zechariah there appears to be a lamb, 
probably another reference to Jesus.

The remaining background contains imple-
ments that quite possibly would be found in a 
stable – a pitchfork, shovel, and straw. Fram-
ing the top of the window is a star represent-
ing the visit from the Magi as described in 
Matthew 2:9-10: And behold, the star that they 
had seen at its rising preceded them, until it came 
and stopped over the place where the child was.

This window was a gift of Katharina 
Maringer.

Nativity of the Lord Jesus

When the air turns crisp and bonfires 
light up, nothing beats hot dogs and 
hayrides for some fall fun.

Recently members of St. Peter’s Junior 
High Youth Group, including Christine 
Chase, Joey Stefanek, Noah Griffiths, Ty-
ler Barhorst, Meghan Foster, Rob Frank, 
Ryan Turner and Mary Wojeiechowski, 
went to Spring Mist Farms in Brunswick 
to enjoy the season. 

Bouncing along atop a hay wagon, 
everyone watched for wildlife and weren’t 
disappointed, as here and there they 
spotted some elk and alpacas. But there 
was more to the ride than sightseeing and 
before long hay was flying and the fight 
was on with some in the group ending 
up buried in the hay. But the boys and 
girls weren’t the only ones having a good 
time, even chaperones, Fr. Bob, Cheryle 
Koberna, Bob and Donna Frank and Re-
gina Wojeiechowski, enjoyed the outing.

“I actually think we had just as much 

Good time was had by all

fun as they did,” Koberna said.
At the bonfire, they cooked hot dogs, 

listened to Fr. Bob play his guitar and 
sing and made s’mores, she said, but as all 
good things must come to an end, so did 
the fun and before long it was time to 
head home.

“Every one of us had to shake out our 
clothes before we went into our homes 
because our pockets, hoods and layers of 
clothes were full of hay,” Koberna said, 
adding, “I call that a memory-keeper 
when we continue to find stray strands of 
hay for days after. I automatically smile as 
I think of the smiles and laughter that I 
saw and heard from the kids that night.” 

Six young men were ordained to the 
Sacred Order of Deacon, Oct. 23,  
including St. Peter parishioner, Chuck 
Butkowski. In approximately seven 
months, the men will be ordained priests. 
Four of the deacons will join Butkowski 
in serving the Diocese of Cleveland, 
while another was ordained for the Arch-
diocese of Daegu, South Korea. 

The Rite of Ordination celebrated by 
Bishop Richard Lennon at the Cathedral of 
St. John the Evangelist, included the elec-
tion of candidates, consent of the people, 
promise of the elect, laying on of hands, 
prayer of ordination and investiture.

The bishop told the congregation that 
they were witnessing a “very significant 
moment,” as the men before him had 
been called to serve God. 

“Transitional deacons,” as they are 
called, play special roles in the church, 
Lennon said. Their voices proclaim the 
Catholic faith. They assist at Mass and 
in baptizing and also distribute Com-
munion, among other things. In helping 
with the sacraments, the bishop said, 
“They are deepening their relationship 
with God.”

He reminded the men to maintain 
constancy in prayer – praying for the 
church and the world; their brothers 
and sisters and the people in their lives. 
Lennon also told them to be “constant 
witnesses of faith and love” and thanked 
them for responding to God’s call to the 
priesthood.

Prior to the Liturgy of the Eucharist, 
each of the newly-ordained deacons went 
before the bishop. As Lennon placed the 
Book of Gospels into each man’s hands 
he said, “Receive the Gospel of Christ 
whose herald you have become.

“Believe what you read,
“Teach what you believe,
“And practice what you teach.”

Parishioner among  
six ordained deacons
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Know Your Faith

When you hear the phrase, “Happy New 
Year” most people think of January 1st. The 
Liturgical New Year, however, begins with 
the first Sunday of Advent.

Advent is composed of the four Sundays 
prior to Christmas and during that season 
Christians reflect on the first coming of 
the Messiah while looking forward to the 
second coming. So, Advent is filled with 
anticipation and expectation of the coming 
of our Lord.

Advent originated with the early Church 
in France and was a time of prayer, peni-
tence, and fasting much like Lent. Pope 
Gregory VII formalized and reduced the 
number of Sundays in Advent to four. It was 
in the 9th century that the Church made 
Advent the beginning of the Church year.

 Advent comes from the Latin word  
adventus which means “coming.” With any 
arrival, there is anticipation and preparation 
for what is to come. Congregations prepare 
their churches using purple – the color of 
royalty – which is fitting as we anticipate the 
birth of Christ the King. Another symbol, 
the Advent wreath, draws us in to the antici-
pation of the ‘Light of the World’ through 
the use of purple, pink and white candles. 
The circular Advent wreath represents God 
with no beginning or end. The purple 
candles signify hope, preparation, and 
anticipation while the pink candle represents 
joy. In some wreaths, white candles are used 
to represent Christ. The tradition of the 
Advent wreath was borrowed from German 
Lutherans around the 1500s.

 St. Peter Parish hosts an Advent Prayer 
Breakfast. Prior to the beginning of  
Advent, individuals and families can  
register to receive the name of a person or 
persons for whom to pray for during the 
season of Advent. On the third Sunday of 
Advent, also called Gaudette Sunday, the 
participants join for breakfast to meet the 
person or persons who have been pray-
ing for them and those whom they have 
remembered in prayer. Over breakfast, the 
individuals and families share fellowship 
with other members of the parish. This  
year the Advent Breakfast is on Dec. 12, 
following the 10 a.m. Mass.

Advent – Happy New Year!   

Some Random Thoughts from Deacon Don
Well, by the time this goes 

to print, a couple of things 
will have transpired. First, 
I will have had my knee 
replacement surgery and, 
praise God, my recovery and 
rehab have gone very well, 
so far. Second, it will be three years since Pat 
and I first arrived on the scene at St. Pete’s. 

As far as my time off due to the surgery 
goes, I would really like to thank everyone 
from the St. Peter Parish community for all 
of your prayers, support and thoughtfulness. 
The many, many cards, calls, visits, maga-
zines, puzzles and prayers have really helped 
to pass the time and speed my recovery. An 
extra special “thank you” also goes out from 
both of us to those who brought over some 
really great and yummy dinners and treats. 

Pat and I feel very blessed to be a part of 
this parish community! The outpouring of 
acceptance, welcome and love from all of 
you has been a tremendous gift for us both 
and we look forward to spending many more 
happy years at St. Peter. They say that change 
is a hard thing to accept but all of you have 
made our change in the transition from St 
Vincent to St. Peter a very easy thing, indeed. 
It’s often very hard and even scary to leave 
the security of familiar surroundings, friends 
and acquaintances, especially some you’ve 
known all your life, but it is equally exciting 
and refreshing to acclimate oneself to new 
surroundings and to meet and foster new 
relationships with the people in a new parish 
family.

A lot has happened in these past three 
years in the way of change at St. Peter, 
beginning with our arrival. We welcomed a 
new musician, Jim Akoury, waded through 
the clustering process, we saw Fr. Doug’s 
arrival, Fr. Stephen’s departure, Kevin Elbert’s 
ordination, Sr. Sean’s arrival, our new pastor, 
Fr. Bob’s, arrival, Fr. Doug’s departure and 
now our own parish son, Chuck Butkowski’s, 
ordination to the transitional diaconate.  
Along with the arrival of many new individu-
als and families as parishioners while some 
others have moved on. And many old friends 
and family members have been called home 

to God but there have also been many new 
additions to some of the young families in the 
parish. Whew, so much in such a short time! 
Through all of the change, all of the comings 
and goings and all of the turmoil, one thing 
has remained constant; St. Peter Parish has 
endured and will continue to endure. Why? 
It’s because of each and every one of you. A 
parish is not bricks and mortar it’s not even 
in a name above the door. A parish, just like 
the Church itself, is made up of people, lots 
of people, forming a family unit within the 
Body of Christ. Families are blessed with the 
uncanny ability to weather the storms of loss 
and change that come our way and the parish 
family of St. Peter is no different. Yes, we have 
seen much change in three short years and we 
will see many more changes in years to come 
but one thing that will never change is the 
love of God that makes a place like St. Peter 
Parish possible. With the grace of God, Pat 
and I will continue and look forward to being 
a part of it.  

With all the talk we hear on the news and 
out of Washington in regards to the amounts 
of money that the government is spending, 
i.e. millions, billions and trillions of dollars, 
perhaps this little factoid can help to put all 
of that talk into some perspective. As I add 
this final thought, it is Saturday morning, 
November 13. At this point in time, it was 
just about one million seconds ago – about 
12 days – that our country held its 2010, 
mid-term elections. Do you have any idea 
what was happening one trillion seconds 
ago? I’ll tell you. One trillion seconds ago the 
entire northern hemisphere of the earth was 
covered by glaciers – ice sheets more than a 
mile thick. Our human ancestors were living 
in caves and the very first people to settle 
what we now know as North and South 
America, Asians, were making their way to 
this continent across the Bering Sea in very 
crude boats. That would have been about 
thirty-three thousand years ago! So, think 
about that the next time you hear someone 
flippantly throw around the phrase, “a trillion 
dollars.”

Stay well and God bless!
               Deacon Don



Save the Date

Advent Prayer Breakfast

December 12

Holy Family
December 26

New Years Day
January 1

Raise Your Paddle
March 19

Outreach Meals
Last Wednesday  
of the Month

Worship 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

Every Tuesday 8:45 a.m. to 7 p.m.  
Liturgy of the Hours and  
Benediction at 6:40 p.m.

Legion of Mary Rosary
Following 8:15 a.m. weekday Mass

Miraculous Medal Novena
Following 8:15 a.m. Monday Mass

Reconciliation (Confession)
3:30 - 4:30 p.m. Saturdays

Community 

Holy Name Society

Knights of Columbus 

Mothers Club

Parish Life Commission

Social Justice Commission

The Vincentians

Senior Saints
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Eucharistic Celebration
 Monday thru Friday: 8:15 a.m. 

 Weekends: 
 Saturday: 	5 p.m.
 Sunday:	 6 a.m.
 	 8 a.m.
	 10 a.m.
	 12 p.m.

Parish Staff
Pastor: 
Rev. Robert J. Franco

Deacon: 
Rev. Mr. Don Jankowski

Principal: 
Sr. Mary Patricia Vovk, S.N.D.

Music Director: James Akoury

Ministerial Assistant: Cheryl Koberna

Director of Religious Education: 
Sr. Mary Sean Groh, S.N.D.

Business Manager: Sharon Cameron


